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Reflections on Celebrating God’s Forgiveness with Great Rejoicing 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. Scripture Readings are Exodus 32:7-11, 13-

14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32; and Psalm of Praise, Psalm 51.  

 

Today’s celebration reminds us of God’s mercy at those times we find ourselves lost, wandered 

away from the fold, like the lost sheep, or the lost coin, or the prodigal son, or the Chosen People 

after liberation from Egypt quickly turned to idol worship and committed sacrilege as soon as 

Moses spent forty days on the Mountain. Sometimes we have found ourselves in similar situation 

and thought that all was gone. With repentant hearts we must always listen to God’s call and turn 

to him who embraces us with mercy. No matter how lost we are or how sinful we are, God will 

forgive us, and welcome us back with great rejoicing. In today’s three-fold parables, the Lord 

Jesus emphasis how God seeks to rescue us from sinfulness to grace, comforting us never to lose 

hope in his mercy and forgiveness. Such occasions are moments that call for celebrating God’s 

forgiveness with great rejoicing. That is what we come to do at Mass as the Church of God. 

 

Moses the intercessor, interceded for the people of Israel when God got angry with them for 

ignorantly worshipping idols. God does get angry too, like Jesus when he drove people out of the 

temple. It is called holy anger. Zeal for the Lord often consumes us when error occurs, for 

whatever reason, on the part of us humans. What is required on our part is to ask for forgiveness 

and receive God’s merciful kindness. God is God not man. It is said that “to err is human, but 

to forgive is divine.” Our God is always a forgiving God. Moses pleaded with God when he 

said: “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, …” (Ex. 32:13). Those were 

their great grandparents and ancestors. Here we see the power of intercessory prayers, the 

prayers of the faithful, we call them. How often do you pray for others? Also those that offend 

you need your prayers. As we celebrate Grandparents Day today in the USA and around the 

world, let us remember what they represent, and so honor them, both the living and the dead.  

 

St. Paul in the Second Reading from 1 Timothy 1:12-17, gives Christ great glory and 

thanksgiving. Paul noted that he himself offended greatly, out of ignorance in unbelief. He gives 

us all example of humility and openness to learn and do better. Christ came into the world to 

save sinners, he said. Then let us learn from St. Paul’s confession of guilt and acknowledgment. 

If he acted in ignorance, what about you? Have you acted in ignorance sometimes? What should 

be your response or reaction when you offend in ignorance? The Christian apologizes and 

repents. Even God himself repented of the wrath He wanted to blaze on the Israelites. Because of 

their grandparents and great grandparents, God changed his mind.  

 

In religion, self-righteousness is a hidden disease or cankerworm that blinds a person’s heart 

from a personal reflection to search into the depth of one’s heart. As such, the externals that 

people see matter most. That was the problem the Pharisees and Scribes had. People often fall 



into that same temptation. Do you have that problem? Answer this question! Why did Jesus 

have problems and difficulties with the Scribes and Pharisees? Take some time today or 

during the week to search the Gospels to find the answer. In the Gospel today, the Lord Jesus 

addressed three parables. What uniformity or what do you find identical in the three parables? In 

your home and family, how do you greatly rejoice or celebrate the lives of each other, to 

appreciate the gift of each other to the full? In this life, let us try to live for others and 

celebrate one another. May God bless our parents, grandparents and great grandparents! 

Happy Grandparents Day!  

 

 


